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NOTICE
No.E- 676828/55 Dated. 28.07.2026, It is for the

information of all the Teachers and Head of Institutions
under Elementary & Secondary Education Department,
Govt. of Assam, that the Portal of online application and
self nomination for "State Award to Teachers 2026"
is open w.e.f. 29.07.2026 at 12:00 Noon. All the willing
teachers are requested to visit the web portal i.e
http://shikshak.assam.gov.in and submit their
applications on or before 10.08.2026 at 05.00P.M.

All relevant information are available in the web
portal.

Sd/- Director
Secondary Education, Assam

DIPR/D/AT/916/28-Jul-26 Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

PUBLIC NOTICE
Online Application for Dr. Bani Kanta Kakati Merit Award, 2026

It is hereby informed  that students who have passed the Higher Secondary Examination,
2026 conducted by the Assam State School Education Board (ASSEB) and are eligible for
availing the Dr. Bani Kanta Kakati Merit Award will have to apply through an online portal within
the prescribed timeline as per the guideline  circulated vide No. E237411/2026/92, dated
12.06.2026.

The online application process has been introduced to ensure accurate identification of
eligible beneficiaries, avoid duplication with the Mukhya Mantrir Nijut Moina Asoni (MMNMA)
and facilitate efficient planning and procurement under the scheme. This will help ensure optimal
utilization of public resources.

Accordingly, as directed by the Higher Education Department, Govt. of Assam, the submission
of an online application through the designated portal within the given timeline is mandatory for
all eligible students seeking consideration under the Dr. Bani Kanta Kakati Merit Award.
Portal: Dr. Bani Kanta Kakati Merit Award 2026
Application link: https://banikantakakatiaward.org
Official Website: Directorate of Higher Education, Assam
Grievance redressal:
Helpline No.: 8638781760, 7002428505
E-mail: bkkaward2026@gmail.com (For any queries)
Important Dates

Activity Date & Time

Opening of Online Application Portal 29.07.2026 from 2:00PM
Closing of Online Application Portal 21.08.2026 till 6:00 PM
Publication of Provisional List of Eligible Applicants 25.08.2026
Submission of Claims/Objections 25.08.2026 to 30.08.2026
Publication of Final List of Beneficiaries 10.09.2026
General Instructions
1. Every eligible student shall submit an online application through the designated portal

within the prescribed period.
2. Applications submitted after the closing date shall not be entertained.
3. Applicants shall carefully fill in all required particulars wherever applicable.
4. The information furnished by the applicants shall be verified with the records of the Assam

State School Education Board (ASSEB) and other competent authorities.
5. Submission of false, incorrect or misleading information, or suppression of material facts,

shall render the application liable to rejection and may attract appropriate action as per
rules.

6. Mere submission of an online application shall not confer any right to receive the Award.
Selection shall be subject to fulfillment of the eligibility criteria and successful verification of
all particulars.

7. Detailed guidelines  regarding eligibility criteria, required documents, application procedure
and other relevant instructions are be available on the online application portal.

All eligible students are advised to submit their applications well before the last date and to
visit the official website of the Directorate of Higher Education,Assam regularly for updates,
notifications and other information relating to the Dr.Bani Kanta Kakati Merit Award, 2026.

Sd/- Director of Higher Education, Assam
DIPR/D/AT/915/29-Jul-26 Kahilipara, Guwahati-781019

NEW DELHI, July 28: The
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
today warned of launching a
fresh nationwide agitation if
the government failed to hon-
our its commitment on with-
drawal FIRs against protest-
ers and prevent any punitive
action, alleging that the Su-
preme Court’s recent inter-
im order could be used to tar-
get students.

In a statement, CJP chief
spokesperson Saurav Das
said direction No 4 in the apex
court’s interim order in a
batch of PILs related to the
CJP protest, which permits
governments to proceed with
existing FIRs and investiga-
tions, was contrary to the as-
surances given by the Centre
during talks that led to the end
of the 36-day agitation.

“This direction stands in
direct contradiction to the
solemn assurance and guar-

antee extended by the Gov-
ernment of India to the youth
of this nation on July 25, name-
ly that the FIRs would be
withdrawn and that no pro-
tester would be directly or
indirectly targeted for partic-
ipating in the peaceful move-
ment,” Das said.

He said the CJP had with-
drawn its nationwide protest
“in complete good faith”
based on the government’s
assurances and alleged there
was now a “credible appre-
hension” that the Centre and
BJP-ruled States could use
the court’s order to continue
cases against individual pro-
testers.

Das also questioned why
the government’s lawyers
had not opposed the interim
order despite being aware
that discussions with the CJP
had continued until late on
Monday and that an agree-

ment had already been
reached on July 25.

“The court’s uninformed
order is therefore wholly un-
acceptable,” he said.

Maintaining that the Su-
preme Court had not direct-
ed governments to continue
the FIRs, Das said the execu-
tive still retained the power
to withdraw cases or decide
not to pursue them and urged
the Centre not to cite the or-
der as a reason for reneging
on its commitments.

He demanded that the
Centre and the concerned
BJP/NDA-ruled State gov-

ernments place the terms of
the July 25 assurance before
the Supreme Court in the
pending proceedings “so that
there is complete transparen-
cy regarding the commit-
ments already made to the
youth of this country”.

Das said the deadline for
the government to fulfil its
assurances expired today and
reiterated the CJP’s demands
for withdrawing FIRs, protec-
tion against future punitive
action and implementation of
the assurances “in both letter
and spirit”.

“Failing this... the Cock-
roach Janta Party will have no
option but to resume its na-
tionwide protest to protect
the students and young pro-
testers,” he said.

Additionally, CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke, who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment
for typhoid, alleged in a post

on X that students continued
to face harassment by the po-
lice and warned of a “massive
peaceful protest” if such ac-
tion did not stop.

“If the harassment of stu-
dents at the hands of the po-
lice continues, the Cockroach
Janta Party will respond with
a massive peaceful protest
soon. The government must
stop targeting and witch-hunt-
ing students,” Dipke said.

The CJP on Saturday called
off its 36-day agitation at Jantar
Mantar after announcing that
the government had accepted
its key demands.  On
Monday, the outfit sought im-
mediate release of arrested
protesters, withdrawal of all
criminal cases and a written
assurance that no fresh FIRs
would be registered, warning
that it would resume its agita-
tion if the commitments were
not honoured. – PTI

CJP warns of fresh protest if Govt
fails to honour commitment

Withdrawal of
FIRs against
protesters,
protection
against any
punitive action

NEW DELHI, July 28: The
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
fired multiple non-lethal mu-
nitions, including two rounds
of plastic pellets, under per-
mission from a Delhi Police
officer while controlling a
mob near Jantar Mantar dur-
ing the July 20 ‘Sansad Cha-
lo’ march by protesters on
the NEET paper leak issue,
officials said today, citing offi-
cial police records.

The incident was registered
on July 22 at 1:24 pm in the
general diary entry of the Par-
liament Street police station
based on information from a
Deputy Commandant-rank of-
ficer of the RAF. This officer
stated that the blue dungaree-
donning force was on duty in
Zone 1 of the Jantar Mantar
area, alongside a Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) rank
officer of the Delhi Police, offi-
cials told PTI.

On the directions of the
DCP, according to the officials
quoting the police station
record, RAF fired 55 non-
electrical shells, 15 electri-
cal shells, five tear smoke

grenades, two rounds from
the anti-riot guns and two
rounds of plastic pellets on
July 20.

It was not known if RAF
units fired more pellets at
other protest sites.

The Delhi Police have said
on record that the claims of
use of pellets against “peace-
ful protesters” were com-
pletely “false and misleading”.

The CRPF and the RAF
have not commented on the
specific question of firing pel-
let guns until now.

Officials said one round of
plastic pellets contains four
pieces, which differ from
metal pellets that pierce the
body. The plastic pellets do
not cause much harm, the
officials stated.

The use of force, especially
pellets, against the protesters
has become another major
flashpoint with the Opposition
targeting the government and
demanding a statement from
Home Minister Amit Shah in
Parliament.

There have been two-
three reports of protesters

suffering grievous pellet in-
juries in violence during this
protest march called by the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
seeking resignation of Dhar-
mendra Pradhan as Union
Education Minister over the
NEET-UG question paper
leak. Pradhan resigned on
Saturday and the month-long
CJP protest was called off.

Multiple police, RAF and
CRPF personnel were also
injured during these protests.

CRPF DG GP Singh has said
that they are undertaking a
probe into these protests.

“Now, since agitation has
been called off, and assem-
bled people have dispersed,
we would make a profession-
al post-event assessment,
like we do after every major
assignment, and then let you
know the view of the Force
HQ (headquarters),” Singh

has said.
The DG also assured the

personnel of his force, dur-
ing an event held here to
mark the 88th Raising Day
of the CRPF on Monday, that
he will take “complete re-
sponsibility” for any decision
and action undertaken by the
officers and jawans during
“bona fide” discharge of their
duties, officials said.

Delhi Police hold high-
level meet over pellet fir-
ing: A high-level meeting
was held at the Delhi Police
headquarters today to dis-
cuss a general diary (GD)
entry made at Parliament
Street police station regard-
ing the use of non-lethal mu-
nitions, including plastic pel-
lets, by the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) during the July
20 Cockroach Janta Party’s
‘Chalo Sansad’ protest, police
sources said.

The meeting, attended by
senior Delhi Police officers,
focused on the circumstanc-
es surrounding the GD en-
try recorded on July 22 at
1.24 pm and the mention of

the presence of a senior Del-
hi Police officer in Zone-1
near Jantar Mantar when the
force was allegedly used, the
sources said.

According to the source,
the officer whose presence
was recorded in the GD en-
try has denied being at the
spot where the pellet rounds
were fired, maintaining that
he was nearly half-a-kilome-
tre away from the location
during the incident.

The source also said that
senior officers were also dis-
cussing why the GD entry
relating to an incident that
took place on July 20 was re-
corded two days later, and
that too in the afternoon.

The development comes
amid a controversy over alle-
gations that pellet guns were
used against protesters dur-
ing the CJP march over the
NEET-UG paper leak issue.

According to official police
records accessed by PTI, the
GD entry was made on July
22 based on information pro-
vided by a Deputy Comman-
dant-rank RAF officer. – PTI

RAF fired non-lethal munitions, plastic pellets
on Delhi Police DCP’s order: Officials

Violence during
CJP-led protests
on NEET paper
leak issue

NEW DELHI, July 28: The
Supreme Court today agreed
to hear pleas filed by a former
IPS officer and two persons,
who claimed to have been in-
jured by pellet guns fired dur-
ing the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)-led students’ protest on
NEET paper leaks.

The plea was mentioned
before the bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, who said the court
would take up the matter along
with other petitions arising out
of the protests on August 3.

The petition filed by
Yashovardhan Azad, Prashant
Kumar and Sheikh Irshad

Mansoori through advocate
Vrinda Grover sought direc-
tion for decommissioning or
banning the use of wholly or
partly metallic kinetic projec-
tiles/pellets fired from pump
action rifles or projectile ac-
tion guns (PAG) for crowd
dispersal of civilian assem-
blies by law-enforcement
agencies and other connect-
ed reliefs.

Kumar (25) is an artist who
was present at the ‘Sansad
Chalo’ march on July 20 as a
peaceful protester and claimed
to have received pellet inju-
ries from RAF firing despite
no provocation or aggression
from his end, the plea said.

It also said that Mansoori

(26), on the other hand, was
present at Connaught Place
in New Delhi after attending
to passport and visa-related
work in the region and had
received pellet injuries from
RAF firing despite no provo-
cation or aggression from his
end on July 20 itself.

The plea said, “On July
20, 2026, during the ‘Sansad
Chalo’ march organised by
the Cockroach Janta Party as
part of a protest regarding
rampant paper leaks wreck-
ing the credibility of higher
education in India, the Delhi
Police used the assistance of
the CRPF’s Rapid Action
Force (RAF) for crowd man-
agement.

“The petitioners No 2 and
3 personally witnessed that
around 4-4.30 pm on that day,
the police and the RAF per-
sonnel incessantly fired tear
gas shells and resorted to lathi-
charge and pushed the protest-
ers towards the Inner Circle
of Connaught Place, New Del-
hi,” according to the plea.

The court also agreed to
hear the plea moved by Jun-
aid Malik, a volunteer who
provided food during the pro-
tests and has alleged illegal
detention, intimidation and
coercive action against him
and his family members.

He alleged that he was
picked up by Delhi Police of-
ficials around midnight on

SC to hear petitions on pellet gun firing,
detention of food volunteer on Aug 3

NEW DELHI, July 28: In-
dia today described the on-
going local body elections in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) as an attempt by Is-
lamabad to camouflage its il-
legal occupation and hide its
“grave” human rights viola-
tions in the region.

Voting in PoK began this
week for the first round of
local legislative elections
amid widespread violence.

“The current cosmetic
electoral exercise is nothing
but an attempt by Pakistan to
camouflage its illegal occupa-
tion and hide its grave human
rights violations in the re-
gion,” External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said at his bi-weekly
media briefing.

He reiterated that the en-
tire Union Territories of Jam-
mu & Kashmir and Ladakh,
including the areas currently
under Pakistan’s “illegal and
forcible occupation”, are
parts of India.

“India’s position on this
matter has been clear, con-
sistent, and well-known. The
entire Union Territories of
Jammu & Kashmir and La-
dakh, including the areas cur-
rently under Pakistan’s ille-
gal and forcible occupation,
are integral and inalienable
parts of India.”

“As we have stated earli-
er, the ongoing mass pro-
tests in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu & Kashmir are the
direct consequences of Pa-
kistan’s economic exploita-

tion, its denial of the peo-
ple’s fundamental rights, and
its administrative oppres-
sion,” he said.

Jaiswal also responded to
a question on many Pakista-
ni experts talking about
shared Indus Valley Civilisa-
tion between India and  Pa-
kistan in the context of the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT)

and if it was an attempt of
cultural  appropriation. “A
country which has been pro-
moting cross-border terror-
ism, which has been promot-
ing religious fundamental-
ism and violence for dec-
ades, cannot have any claim
to any pluralistic cultural leg-
acy,” he said.

“Their abysmal track
record on the protection of
minorities and their cultural
rights makes such desperate
attempts look even more

phony,” he added.
India decided to put the

IWT in abeyance as part of
a series of punitive diplo-
matic and economic meas-
ures unveiled soon after the
Pahalgam terror attack in
April last year that killed 26
civilians.

Asked about videos origi-
nating from Pakistan to ex-
tend support to students’
protests in Jantar Mantar,
Jaiswal said Indian youths
know reality of that country.

“Let me say that, as we
all are aware, Pakistan has
been sponsoring cross-bor-
der terrorism against India
for several decades now,”
he said.

“The people of India, in-
cluding the Gen Z, have been
demanding that the Pakistani
state-sponsored cross-bor-
der terrorism must come to
an end. We hope their coun-
terparts are taking note,” he
said. – PTI

Pak bid to mask its illegal
occupation of region: India

PoK polls

Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal AP Singh presents a memento to Bihar Governor Lt
General (Retd) Syed Ata Hasnain during the 9th Jasjit Singh Memorial Lecture, organised
by the Centre for Air Power Studies (CAPS), at the Air Force Auditorium, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. – PTI

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari during a felicitation ceremony for 100 toppers from the State in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET), in Howrah on Tuesday. – PTI

July 24 while returning from
Ram Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital after receiving an
anti-rabies injection.

Malik claimed he was con-
fined inside a police vehicle
for nearly five to six hours,
during which he was alleg-
edly threatened and intimi-
dated. His mobile phone was
forcibly unlocked and
searched, with officers re-
peatedly questioning him
about the funding and sourc-
es of money for supplying
food to protesters.

Appearing for Malik today
before the bench, advocate
Prashant Bhushan submitted
that his client was “taken blind-
folded to Mussoorie”. – PTI

Sharad Pawar
dismisses
merger buzz

BARAMATI, July 28: NCP
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar to-
day once again dismissed
speculation over a possible
merger of the two factions
of the Nationalist Congress
Party.

Responding to a reporter’s
question about the buzz
about the two NCP factions
coming together, Pawar said,
“It has no relevance.”

To another question, Pa-
war said the BJP-led State
government had promised
to release the list of farm-
ers eligible for its latest
crop loan waiver scheme in
phases. “We will wait for
another 15 days and only
after that will we com-
ment,” he added. – PTI
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